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incitement to your duty, I could not refuse her, because I know that at least it will not hurt her, to tell you that I wish her well. ' I am, Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'May 10,1774.
' MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, May 12,1774.
'Lord Hailes has begged of me to offer you his best respects, and to transmit to you specimens of Annals of Scotland, from the Accession of Malcolm Kenmore to the Death of James V, in drawing up which, his Lordship has been engaged for some time. His Lordship writes to me thus: " If I could procure Dr. Johnson's criticisms, they would be of great use to me in the prosecution of my work, as they would be judicious and true. I have no right to ask that favour of him. If you could, it would highly oblige me."
' Dr. Blair requests you may be assured that he did not write to London what you said to him, and that neither by word nor letter has he made the least complaint of you; but, on the contrary, has a high respect for you, and loves you much more since he saw you in Scotland. It would both divert and please you to see his eagerness about this matter.'
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
' Streatham, June 21,1774. 'DEAR SIR,
' Yesterday I put the first sheets of the Journey to the Hebrides to the press. I have endeavoured to do you some justice in the first paragraph1. It will be one volume in octavo, not thick.
'It will be proper to make some presents in Scotland. You shall tell me to whom I shall give; and I have stipulated twenty-five for you to give in your own name2. Some will take the present better from me, others better from you. In this, you who are to
1 'I was induced,'he says, 'to undertake the journey by finding in Mr. Boswell a companion, whose acuteness would help my inquiry, and whose gaiety of conversation and civility of manners are sufficient to counteract the inconveniences of travel in countries less hospitable than we have passed.' Quoted by Boswell in his Hebrides, Aug. 18,1773.
3 See/orf, Nov. 16,1776.
liveng more of both for a recommendation from me; which, though I know how little you want any external
